*    BISHOPS  AND PARSONS    *

Chester, had been tutors to a great man's son, and were
remembered in consequence. Gronow remarks that Dr.
Keate of Eton lost himself a bishopric by his severity,
he was too unpopular with his former pupils to promote
him when they came into power and patronage, whereas
Bishop Sumner, 'who never got a boy flogged, owed his
position to his kindness to those who afterwards became
public men'. Others, the 'Greek play Bishops', had won
a reputation for scholarship $ Dr. Blomfield of London
had annotated Aeschylus, Dr. Monk of Gloucester was
also can eminent haberdasher in points and particles'.
Others again had made their reputations as contro-
versial pamphleteers. Dr. Marsh, we are told, 'wrote a
book in favour of Pitt's war', but more usually the
Bishop had dealt some smart raps to those who happened
not to be of the same religious opinions as his patrons or
himself. It was of course possible for even a tradesman's
son, if possessed of sufficient ability and docility, to reach
the heights, and Sydney Smith delighted to point out
how much more open to talent was the Church than the
aristocracy! 'Butchers, bakers, publicans, schoolmasters,
are perpetually seeing their children elevated to the
mitre. Let a respectable baker drive through the city
from the west end of the town, and let him cast an eye
on the battlements of Northumberland House, has his
little muffin-faced son the smallest chance of getting in
among the Percies, enjoying a share of their luxury and
splendour and of chasing the deer with hound and horn
upon the Cheviot Hills? But let him drive his alum-
steeped loaves a little further, till he reaches St. Paul's
Churchyard, and all his thoughts are changed when he
sees that beautiful fabric; it is not impossible that his
little penny roll may be introduced into that splendid
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